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RE GISTRARS RE QU E STE D  TO EXERCISE DISCRETION

Editor s Note: The following memos from the office o f the Inspector of Legal O ffices are published in "T h e Ontario Land
Surveyor9t with the approval of Mr, R0E0 Priddle, Assistant Inspector of Legal O ffices ,

MEMO TO A L E  REGISTRARS OF DEEDS August  20, 1964

Re: ONTARIO RE G U L A T IO N  1 5 6 /64  
Surveys,  Plans &: D e s c r ip t i o n s

Sections  5 to 8 of  Ontar io  Regulat ion 156 /64  have been  causing R e g i s t r a r s ,  s o l i c i t o r s ,  
and s u r v e y o r s  som e  co n c e rn .  These  sect ions ,  drafted  with the adv ice  of  e xp er ts ,  
which r e p re s e n t  the f i r s t  attempt to leg is la te  in detail  on the sub ject  o f  written  d e s 
cr ipt ions  of  land, now appear  to be somewhat  too str ingent,  and for  that r e a s o n  we are  
request ing  the R e g i s t r a r s  to e x e r c i s e  the d i s c r e t i o n a r y  p o w e r s  c o n f e r r e d  upon them 
by Section 4 of  the Regulat ion,  as suggested  below:

Sec.  5 (c) M etes  and Bounds

Note 1: A  d e sc r ip t io n  of  a part  of  a lot lying to the east  etc .  of  a d e s c r i b e d  line that
ties  to a lot angle should quali fy  as  a m e te s  and bounds d e sc r ip t io n .

Note 2: Where  a new d e sc r ip t io n  of  the whole of  a p a r c e l  p r e v io u s ly  conveyed ,  is  drawn
to co m p ly  with the Regulat ion, a r e f e r e n c e  to the re g is t ra t io n  num ber  of  the last  p r e 
v iou s ly  r e g i s t e r e d  deed should be added at the end of the new d e sc r ip t io n .

Note 3: A  d e sc r ip t io n  of land in an ass ignm ent  of  m o r tg a g e  should be suff ic ient  if  it is  
in the same f o r m  as in the m o r tg a g e  being ass igned .

Note 4: Where  a lot is  d ivided by a lake, r i v e r ,  etc .  , a d e s c r ip t io n  of al l  that part of
the lot lying to the north etc .  o f  the r iv e r  etc .  , should be suff ic ient .

Note 5: A  tie to an angle in the b rok en  front  of  a lot should be av o ided  if  another  s a t i s 
f a c t o r y  tie point is avai lab le ,  un less  the angle is  defined by r e f e r e n c e  to a r e c o g n iz e d  
f o r m  of  survey  monument.

Note 6: A d e sc r ip t io n  by r e f e r e n c e  to lot and c o n c e s s i o n  or  plan n u m b e r s  and lease  
re g is t ra t io n  num bers  should be suff ic ient  in a mult ip le  ass ig nm ent  of  o i l  or  gas l e a s e s .

Note 7: Where  a p a r c e l  is  c o m p r i s e d  of  a rec tangu lar  part  o f  a re c tangu lar  lot, a
d e sc r ip t io n  of, fo r  example  "the n o r th e r ly  30 feet  in p erpen d icu la r  width throughout 
f r o m  front to r e a r  of  Lot  3 a c c o r d in g  to Plan 546 e t c . ” should be a c ce p ta b le .

Note 8: A  d e sc r ip t io n  of,  fo r  exam ple ,  the south 47 a c r e s  or  the northeast  5 a c r e s  of  a 
lot, is  not a defin itive d e sc r ip t io n  and should not be a c c e p te d  except  w here  the same 
d e scr ip t io n  has been p r e v io u s ly  r e g i s t e r e d ,  and the cos t  of  p re p a r in g  a m o r e  accurate  
d e sc r ip t io n  would be e x c e s s i v e ,  having r e g a r d  to the c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

Sec.  5 (c) (ii) Curved Boundar ies

This c lause  can l o g i c a l ly  apply only where  the cu rv e d  boundary has been  surveyed .  The



data r e q u i r e d  should not be exp ec ted  where  the cu rved  boundary is  a natural  boundary 
( e . g .  the bank of  r i v e r ) ,  or  in the case  of  a m e t e s  and bounds d e sc r ip t io n  that includes  
the whole o f  a c u r v e d  lot l im it  a c c o r d in g  to a r e g i s t e r e d  plan. S im i lar ly ,  it should 
not be n e c e s s a r y  to repeat  curve  in fo rm a t ion  shown on a r e g i s t e r e d  highway plan. 
However ,  where  a p a r c e l  boundary  is  only a p or t ion  of  a highway curve ,  the length of 
the boundary  should be defined as  being either a r c  m e a s u r e m e n t  or ,  p re fe ra b ly ,  chord  
m e a s u r e m e n t  f r o m  a defined survey  monument.

Sec.  5 (c)  ( iii)  T ies  to Lot  C o r n e r s

Instead of  r e qu ir in g  a tie d istance  f r o m  a lot c o r n e r  to an angle of  a p a r c e l  be ing d e s 
cr ibed ,  often an acce p ta b le  tie cou ld  be made to a s treet  in tersec t ion ,  an in te rse c t io n  
of  a lot l ine with a highway (shown on a r e g i s t e r e d  highway plan) or  a ra i lw ay .  S im i 
lar ly ,  in d e sc r ib in g  part  of  a township lot,  a tie to a defined survey  monum ent  shown 
on a r e g i s t e r e d  plan of  subdiv is ion  of  a part  of  that lot should be adequate if  the plan 
i t se l f  is  t ied to a townhsip lot c o r n e r .  In m any  c a s e s ,  t ies  could  a lso  be perm it ted  to 
p osts  and m onum ents  of  the types  m ent ioned  in Section 57 of  The Surveys  Act ,  i f they 
are  shown on r e g i s t e r e d  p lans .  T ies  to m unic ipa l  drains  are  not c o n s id e r e d  adequate,  
and t ies  to the banks of  r i v e r s ,  high water l ines  of  lakes ,  etc .  , even though they m ay  
be the l im its  o f  lots ,  a re  f requent ly  not dependable,  due to f looding,  e r o s i o n ,  a c c re t io n ,  
etc .

Sec.  5 (d) E xcept ions

In addit ion to the ins tances  in which d e sc r ip t io n s  by  except ion  a re  p e rm it te d ,  d e s c r i p 
tions which  excep t  e s tab l i sh ed  road s ,  s treets ,  or  highways  (whether  they are  given 
ro a d s ,  t r a v e l l e d  ro ad s ,  e xp ro p r ia te d  r o a d s ,  or  r oad s  o therw ise  acquired)  and ra i lw ay 
r i g h t s - o f - w a y ,  should be a ccep tab le  in m o s t  ins tances .

Sec.  5 (f) Feet  and Inches

Where  p r e v io u s  m e a s u r e m e n ts  in chains,  l inks,  r o d s ,  r o o d s ,  p o le s ,  p e r ch e s ,  etc .  are  
c o n v e r te d  to feet  and inches  or  feet  and d e c im a ls  of  a foot,  both m e a s u r e m e n ts  should 
be g iven with the latter  m e a s u r e m e n t  b ra ck e te d  (e .  g. thence no r th e r ly  along the east  
l im it  o f  the said lot, a d istance  of  165 feet  (10 rods)  to t h e ................. ..

Sec.  8 (a) S u c c e s s i o n  Duty Cert i f i ca tes

Note 1: A  d e sc r ip t io n  in a gen era l  c e r t i f i c a te  should be suff ic ient  if  it is  in the same 
f o r m  (whether  in full  o r  abbreviated)  as in an e x e c u t o r 1 s deed  ment ioned  in c lause  d of  
Sect ion  8 o f  the Regulat ion.

Note 2: Subsect ion  8 of  Sect ion 58 o f  the A c t  p e r m i t s  the use of  e ither :  (a) a d e sc r ip t io n
by r e f e r e n c e  to a r e g i s t e r e d  instrument  and the re g is t ra t io n  thereo f ,  or  (b) a ’ ' l o c a l  
d e s c r ip t i o n " ,  w hich  under Section 1 (ea) of  the A ct  m eans  a d e sc r ip t io n  drawn in a c c o r 
dance with the regu la t ions .

Sec.  8 (b) M e c h a n i c s 1 L iens  etc .

A  d e s c r ip t i o n  under this c lause  should be suff ic ient  if it d e s c r i b e s  the land by r e fe r e n c e  
to the r e g is t ra t io n  num ber  of  a p r e v io u s ly  r e g i s t e r e d  instrument,  whether or  not the 
d e s c r ip t i o n  in the p r e v io u s  instrument  c o m p l i e s  with the regulation .
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Editor's Note: The following is an excerpt of interest to Surveyors from Mr. Priddle*s memorandum dated ]une 26, 1964, 
to the Registrars regarding the forthcoming Regulations under The Registry AcL

(6) Regulat ions  govern ing  surveys ,  plans and d e sc r ip t io n s  of  land c o m e  into f o r c e
on July 1, 1964. The fo l lowing  points should be noted:

(a) Section 4 c o n fe rs  upon r e g i s t r a r s  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  p o w e r s  to a c c e p t  plans and
instruments  that do not c o m p ly  with certa in  sect ions  o f  the regula t ions .  
R e g i s t r a r s  a re  re q u e s te d  to e x e r c i s e  these p o w e r s  f r e e l y  until the lega l  and 
surveying p r o f e s s i o n s  are  aware  of  the new r e q u ir e m e n ts .

(b) The regulat ions  apply only to instruments  executed  a fter  July 1, 1964.

(c) Section 7 p r o v id e s  fo r  graphic  d e sc r ip t io n s  instead o f  writ ten  d e sc r ip t io n s ,
upon certa in  condit ions .  The land shown on a plan attached to and to be 
a f fec ted  by  an instrument  should be indicated  by a heavy outline,  and only the 
land a f fec ted  by the instrument  should be shown on the plan. A  d e sc r ip t io n  
r e f e r r i n g  to an attached plan could  read,  for  exam ple :

1. The part of  Lot 3 in C o n ce s s io n  4 of  the Township  of  Smith,
County of Blank, shown within the heavy outline on the 
attached print of  a plan of  survey  made by A.  B. Green ,
Ontario  Land Surveyor ,  dated July 2nd, 1964.

2. In the Township of  Smith in the County o f  Blank and being 
c o m p o s e d  of  that part of  Lot  246 -  a c c o r d in g  to Plan 123 
r e g i s t e r e d  in the r e g i s t r y  o f f i c e  for  the r e g i s t r y  d iv is ion  
o f  the County of Blank, designated as ,fPart  1" on the 
attached print o f  a plan of survey  made by " e t c .  t o 
gether with a right of way for  (pu rposes )  o v e r  that
part of  Lot 246 a c c o r d in g  to Plan 123 designated  on the 
attached print as nPart  2n .

(d) B e fo r e  a d e sc r ip t io n  by r e fe r e n c e  to an attached plan can be used,  the o r i g i 
nal of  the plan must  be d e l iv e r e d  to the r e g i s t r a r ,  and be in his custody .  This 
wil l  necess i ta te  the num ber ing  of the l inens so that they m a y  be r e a d i ly  
located .  I would suggest  that they be n um bered  n u m e r i c a l l y  beginning with 1, 
and p o s s ib ly  p re f ix e d  by nR D - n , for  R e g i s t r y  D e sc r ip t io n .  A  notation should 
then be made by the r e g i s t r a r  on the instrument of  the fi l ing num ber  given to 
the o r ig ina l  plan, fo r  example  " O r ig in a l  l inen o f  attached plan f i led  for  r e f 
e re n c e  under N o . R D - l . !l

(e) If an instrument conveys  three separate  n on -cont iguous  p a r c e l s ,  the attached 
plan m a y  show them only within heavy outlines,  o r  as Pa rts  1, 2 and 3. If a 
subsequent  conveyance  or  other instrument deals  with only one of  those parts,  
a new plan wil l  be requ ired ,  because  an attached plan must  show only the land 
a f fec ted  by the instrument to which it is  attached. There  is  nothing to prevent  
a subsequent  instrument using a written d e sc r ip t io n  instead of  an attached 
plan.

(f) In abstract ing ,  a b r i e f  d e sc r ip t io n  should be entered ,  to indicate the part of  
the lot a f fected ,  as wel l  as a r e fe r e n c e  to the attached plan. The or ig ina l



plans and attached prints  must  not be so la rge  that they need  to be fo lded  m o r e  
than once to r ed u ce  them to s lightly l e s s  than " l e g a l  s i z e " .

(g) Attached  prints  of  plan should be fo lded  once and c o m p le te ly  m i c r o f i l m e d  with 
the ins trum ents .  The or ig ina l  should not be fo lded  unless  abso lute ly  n e c e s s 
ary,  but should be ro l led ,  laid flat, or  p r e fe r a b ly  suspended. If fo lded  they 
should be fo lded  only once and p la ce d  in large  enve lopes .

R ich a rd  E. Pr idd le  
A ss is tant  Inspector  of  L ega l  O f f i c es

-o[_s-
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VARIOUS A S P E C T S  O F A SURVEYING C A R E E R

by J. W. Gavin

A  su rve yo r  was asked,  MWhat is  the m o s t  important  a sp e c t  in a surveying 
b u s i n e s s ? 11 n Col lec t ing  the m o n e y ” was the rep ly .  In buying into an a l r e a d y -  
es tab l i sh ed  survey  bus in ess ,  m o n e y  is a m o s t  im portant  cons iderat ion .  The ideal 
situation, I would think, would be to have the a g re e d -u p o n  purchase  p r i ce  plus su f f i 
cient m o n e y  to l ive  on for  one ye a r .  If this w ere  p o ss ib le ,  I would say that a p e r so n  
cou ld  p robab ly  c a r r y  on the bus iness  in the b la ck  with hardly  any c red i t  needed  f r o m  
the bank. F r o m  our own e xp e r ie n c e ,  it would appear  that a bus iness  would need about 
$6000 to $7000 cash  a s s e t s  to operate  in the b lack .  Without this r e s e r v e ,  I would say 
that it would take a m in im u m  of  f ive  or  s ix y e a r s  to get into the b lack .

Some of  our younger  em p lo ye e  -  s u rveyor  s look  at the tar i f f  of  $60 .00  per  day 
and think that all  they have to do to earn $12000 for  200 days w ork  is to hang up their 
shingle and watch the m o n e y  r o l l  in. A  rather  interest ing  f igure taken f r o m  our o p e r 
ations  shows that the p ro f i t s  on g r o s s  r e c e ip t s  v a r i e s  f r o m  17% to 40% per  year  but 
a v e r a g e s  out to about 25%.

In m y  opinion,  there are  many advantages in buying into an a l r e a d y -  
es tab l i sh ed  bu s in ess  as  against  sett ing-up a new bu s in ess .  In an a l r e a d y -e s ta b l i s h e d  
bu s in e ss  with a good  reputation,  the c l ients  are  there and only have to be held.  The 
n e c e s s a r y  plans are  avai lable  plus f ie ld  notes  of  p re v io u s  surveys .  The o f f i ce  space ,  
accounting ,  f i l ing  have been  set up together  with trained p e rso n n e l  for  both o f f i ce  and 
f ie ld  work .  The nucleus  o f  survey  equipment,  cam p  equipment  are  al l  avai lab le .  
L ia i so n  has a l r e a d y  been set up with all  the va r io u s  governm ent  departments  such as 
Lands and F o r e s t s ,  E x am in er  of  Surveys ,  land Tit les ,  R e g i s t r y  O f f i c es ,  Department  
of  Highways, Hydro, Publ ic  Works ,  etc .

The value of a Land Surveying p r a c t i c e  is  a rather  intangible thing. Without 
som eon e  qual i f ied  to run the bus iness  and make use of  the fa c i l i t ie s ,  it does  not have 
too m u ch  value.  B e fo r e  purchas ing  a p r a c t i c e ,  it would be w el l  to look  with a great 
deal  o f  c a r e  at the equipment and its condit ion, the plans, type of  notes ,  sys tem  used 
fo r  r e c o r d i n g  and the m ethod  of  indexing and fi l ing the f ie ld  notes  and plans.  Another 
thing to be c o n s id e r e d  is the m ethod  used  by y o u r s e l f  and if  d i fferent,  which is the best  
m ethod ?  If you c o n s id e r  your method  best ,  can  the other sys tem  be adapted or  c o n 
v e r s e l y ,  can  you adapt y o u rs e l f .  I know p e r s o n a l ly  that it can be e x t r e m e ly  f rustrat ing


